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Fl\tSE.,lilETi\LR'EDIJ .
'RemembêrthattiéWhen yoú~eteaihigh schaqlard nt1ílc:
~roccupi~d'whòle I~P9êhsofyóut lif~? DJdyouev,erfall'în love

'-With a bad, unfl. the, lýiic'$llåetfront.. its~ c~e (that . SWeet
chemicalsmeU ófplasticgrapes), .Çh~tingthe words until
.they, tumbieØ,o~t_f~Khfiiy ondemand?/ Id.on'-l""anttQ' lìe-Jo

,yoti: a major goalinrnt:ylifeas a teenager ~stobeableto
namej~very r~cor-ded ,Led ieppe1in,.'album arid ,song. 'Ip.,
c=~onoiogicai ardf3r. /

In 1998 inyfavoptébandV\ãs.hò.IQ:nger Mètallica'butthey.stil '
'hada.warm~ placEi, fumy hè~. -In ,the' three'years.- since I f~ii '

for' them a lotha,,d cÌiangeci= I ¡got 8.:gir1fepd,got á, Car, got
my, ear pìerced(only t,ò recant. láter ,once I saw that diamond'
sliver glitter in the fluorescent light oria .lruck..stop bathroom)"

.vveckèd the .carana. got' '. du.pé:d.' (that's . what ~ l/go1. for our\ .. song be~g\"Whatlt,TakesJ' :PyAerosmi~h).

I loved Metalica, but afe:i thecom.ercial spÍash . of the
"hlaçk a1ÛIu in, '9'a, our i:eIationslÜp hadgrøwi a bit
strated.They were. evenon,Mtv, for God's/sake-and. so 1
ltad tolpok~lsewher~ for trth. (Ts is the eternal quest,the
sameonesha.edby thepun faI\'wlio stops listenig' vvht;n,'
her båndstopsshowgup.~. !tl\e back Pa9~S ofMR and
leavespookou,lorEpitaph; . theisån~()ne felt. deêpiYbyth~
hippie when hii;Pand. stops alowïg theiishowstobe taped

, ,by' the t1P",ßopped~tnist fundmasses;/ the 'HSame'~Cl1o .in the

s9u~ of the Bowie /fan when she 'sees a\:~uSeriou$ 'Moonlight"
onesie f~rforty-fiire'buçks.at M.acy's,ilat in,~ed.tonot only.'bè

apaiof something but toaio nave an éxclusive connection!
~spec:ialy ex~ln~ive of fhe'peoplè.you hate the'most).

The problem .VJth 'trying to 'm8kemyselfa..Megadeth fan is
thåt we didn't reaUyc1ick.' r lovec1 'thèstôïy..that Da,ve

.. Mustai~ wasbrieflyam~berofMetaUica in the early days,.
. but reyeled .iriexcessto thepointe~en, tl1eseit..stled_

"lUcol1olicadl klckt)dhimd()út~and Ilik~d ,_~the-cruch, -~o.t
"Hangerian .and "Peace Sells"b~t they, didn't have the
visceralsnarlofanythingfrom Masteror,Pupp¡etsor~ hèll.- even'

thè ,cold'cIaf. ofthé heayY.balla~s from.thê.black.a1um. ,It's
lixe trying to date your ex..girlfend's littlesis~r.Sê,rnslike

a great idea unt"il. about ten minutes before you açtual1yti: i to
kiss'her.
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It's i 990 'andthere's a posterof Roben Johnson on the back of, '
my bedroom 'door and ',one of./Wolverine by. 'Arhur . 

Adams
tapèdctlefuy ¡o my closet', a dubbed càssette of Metalca's ·
. . And Justice For All, stuffed/under tI:emattress of my bed,'
madè 'ea.iler in the yearby my ,best frièlld. 'His dad 

played '
guitêU growing: up and rock and roll, evertraetal,/ is alowed 

in
his. hpuse., 'I'm fifteen ,and thngs are staring to change but I

do~'t know why and' I've never.heaIdJa real punk song b~fore,
and I j'ust heard o'f :GigStar-ne'stled deep in a Roning',StOtl8

aricle. about R.E.M., ,glittering lie á ruy-ad met~ is al I
,,-think má.tters right.nów but that'll shatter sóon enotrgh, lie '8

cheap wine glass ,"at 'the end' òf a temble ~inner par.
...._-

Theint~rnetwîii d~ much,jf the smashmg,:âlong'wîth college, ~

~ and (bite your/tongue,. but you saidit:Qack then). g~ge. But,,'
right now I'm astonished i b,ecaJlse I'm, o:a a BBSand'. it's not
quite the internet,yet but do you iemember the first time you
g'ot an.e-mail?l.It.s ~otJFK and' maybe it's not even ,when you
got your driver's iic~nse put / looktng back,'didyou ,even get
it? I think I might havè, síttingin' my bedroom itappin,g away
~n my Commodore 64, wàding around in the shalows of the
new digital world..

"

What did we- èlò? We talked, mo'stly; the early bits were
fOIUnlS and \n:essage' boards. that would l?è r~cogniable' eveh
taday. And 10, piraçy,,'she loomed ful and luscious eyen'then,
the,t)st.uses.of inter-telephonic comttiimication infny lie th~ .-
attempts to .lure Aelicious cracked g,ames onto.' gig,antic floppy..".. -. .
;disks, - crawling óvel the phones lines a few K'at a time., ,"-

,And "we had names': i long - before. blogspot or myspace or
before e~eryhirig got u~-capitalied ~e.had. noms.:e¡'

Commodore; 1 shall not tell you mine, as .it is 'astonishing~y ,
embaråssing, and I say that as' á mañ ,who has' ,publicly
vomited 011' himlelf and then gone 'hom~tQ change in ord~r to J
return to the bar. Within the la$t six months. 'But oh, thosel , . .' . c.'

~ glittering teenage days-:, when for.thefist tim~, I could'define
'myselfnÇ)tby my'b,ody, my~voice, my eyes but'níy words.
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