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Fl\tSE.,lilETi\LR'EDIJ .
'RemembêrthattiéWhen yoú~eteaihigh schaqlard nt1ílc:
~roccupi~d'whòle I~P9êhsofyóut lif~? DJdyouev,erfall'în love

'-With a bad, unfl. the, lýiic'$llåetfront.. its~ c~e (that . SWeet
chemicalsmeU ófplasticgrapes), .Çh~tingthe words until
.they, tumbieØ,o~t_f~Khfiiy ondemand?/ Id.on'-l""anttQ' lìe-Jo

,yoti: a major goalinrnt:ylifeas a teenager ~stobeableto
namej~very r~cor-ded ,Led ieppe1in,.'album arid ,song. 'Ip.,
c=~onoiogicai ardf3r. /

In 1998 inyfavoptébandV\ãs.hò.IQ:nger Mètallica'butthey.stil '
'hada.warm~ placEi, fumy hè~. -In ,the' three'years.- since I f~ii '

for' them a lotha,,d cÌiangeci= I ¡got 8.:gir1fepd,got á, Car, got
my, ear pìerced(only t,ò recant. láter ,once I saw that diamond'
sliver glitter in the fluorescent light oria .lruck..stop bathroom)"

.vveckèd the .carana. got' '. du.pé:d.' (that's . what ~ l/go1. for our\ .. song be~g\"Whatlt,TakesJ' :PyAerosmi~h).

I loved Metalica, but afe:i thecom.ercial spÍash . of the
"hlaçk a1ÛIu in, '9'a, our i:eIationslÜp hadgrøwi a bit
strated.They were. evenon,Mtv, for God's/sake-and. so 1
ltad tolpok~lsewher~ for trth. (Ts is the eternal quest,the
sameonesha.edby thepun faI\'wlio stops listenig' vvht;n,'
her båndstopsshowgup.~. !tl\e back Pa9~S ofMR and
leavespookou,lorEpitaph; . theisån~()ne felt. deêpiYbyth~
hippie when hii;Pand. stops alowïg theiishowstobe taped

, ,by' the t1P",ßopped~tnist fundmasses;/ the 'HSame'~Cl1o .in the

s9u~ of the Bowie /fan when she 'sees a\:~uSeriou$ 'Moonlight"
onesie f~rforty-fiire'buçks.at M.acy's,ilat in,~ed.tonot only.'bè

apaiof something but toaio nave an éxclusive connection!
~spec:ialy ex~ln~ive of fhe'peoplè.you hate the'most).

The problem .VJth 'trying to 'm8kemyselfa..Megadeth fan is
thåt we didn't reaUyc1ick.' r lovec1 'thèstôïy..that Da,ve

.. Mustai~ wasbrieflyam~berofMetaUica in the early days,.
. but reyeled .iriexcessto thepointe~en, tl1eseit..stled_

"lUcol1olicadl klckt)dhimd()út~and Ilik~d ,_~the-cruch, -~o.t
"Hangerian .and "Peace Sells"b~t they, didn't have the
visceralsnarlofanythingfrom Masteror,Pupp¡etsor~ hèll.- even'

thè ,cold'cIaf. ofthé heayY.balla~s from.thê.black.a1um. ,It's
lixe trying to date your ex..girlfend's littlesis~r.Sê,rnslike

a great idea unt"il. about ten minutes before you açtual1yti: i to
kiss'her.
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It's i 990 'andthere's a posterof Roben Johnson on the back of, '
my bedroom 'door and ',one of./Wolverine by. 'Arhur . 

Adams
tapèdctlefuy ¡o my closet', a dubbed càssette of Metalca's ·
. . And Justice For All, stuffed/under tI:emattress of my bed,'
madè 'ea.iler in the yearby my ,best frièlld. 'His dad 

played '
guitêU growing: up and rock and roll, evertraetal,/ is alowed 

in
his. hpuse., 'I'm fifteen ,and thngs are staring to change but I

do~'t know why and' I've never.heaIdJa real punk song b~fore,
and I j'ust heard o'f :GigStar-ne'stled deep in a Roning',StOtl8

aricle. about R.E.M., ,glittering lie á ruy-ad met~ is al I
,,-think má.tters right.nów but that'll shatter sóon enotrgh, lie '8

cheap wine glass ,"at 'the end' òf a temble ~inner par.
...._-

Theint~rnetwîii d~ much,jf the smashmg,:âlong'wîth college, ~

~ and (bite your/tongue,. but you saidit:Qack then). g~ge. But,,'
right now I'm astonished i b,ecaJlse I'm, o:a a BBSand'. it's not
quite the internet,yet but do you iemember the first time you
g'ot an.e-mail?l.It.s ~otJFK and' maybe it's not even ,when you
got your driver's iic~nse put / looktng back,'didyou ,even get
it? I think I might havè, síttingin' my bedroom itappin,g away
~n my Commodore 64, wàding around in the shalows of the
new digital world..

"

What did we- èlò? We talked, mo'stly; the early bits were
fOIUnlS and \n:essage' boards. that would l?è r~cogniable' eveh
taday. And 10, piraçy,,'she loomed ful and luscious eyen'then,
the,t)st.uses.of inter-telephonic comttiimication infny lie th~ .-
attempts to .lure Aelicious cracked g,ames onto.' gig,antic floppy..".. -. .
;disks, - crawling óvel the phones lines a few K'at a time., ,"-

,And "we had names': i long - before. blogspot or myspace or
before e~eryhirig got u~-capitalied ~e.had. noms.:e¡'

Commodore; 1 shall not tell you mine, as .it is 'astonishing~y ,
embaråssing, and I say that as' á mañ ,who has' ,publicly
vomited 011' himlelf and then gone 'hom~tQ change in ord~r to J
return to the bar. Within the la$t six months. 'But oh, thosel , . .' . c.'

~ glittering teenage days-:, when for.thefist tim~, I could'define
'myselfnÇ)tby my'b,ody, my~voice, my eyes but'níy words.

, '\
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iCHEVROLETTllUTtI,

, Listen, this. much. isreal: When I was sìxteen I was a blue-
i eyed, reçl-haired' Àlabama boy"drivig al96Ð Camáro' asfa$t
as I could around ,the 'streets 'and cures ~'of Hueytown, and
Adamsvile and Ensley ànd\Concord and Pleasant Grove :and '

, when mY$ister and,l droveto',schoolwe listened,to,cássettes
stuffèd with Beåti~s and ~ed Zeppelin,~dStevie Wonder and '. . .. i' .
Listen: she'd 'throw Aer ice skates ÍI the trunk, and', w~, would'
hurle .'down ,t:be hig~way,' ,and we 'didn,'t .know that ~t "was

..special, we didn't 1aøw it \,as magick,'we didn'~ 1aò~ thi -
, was1:heytell you in ,stories how AmeTica was sÙPPo$ed' to' he,
'We didn't .1aaw it ~oui\d 'never be...this wayagaiP,evenwhenf
-she, stared dying h~r Jiaiaii-d, I wa$ se~ing, howm~y~v~r
, bargi~bracelets I/co11d jam onto myleftwrist. ,Baia in 1992 '

was 1ie much of the world: we' didn 'tknow whatwas ~poi" we
didn't know what wasn':t:we listen,edto Alce in. Chains and
Lynyrd 'sicyrg in reg~ar r~tationdand, God love us, debated.

whether Edaie Vedder or K1# Kobain vyas the betters~ger:-)I
wore knee-torn bIiia jeans. and"bl~ck ste~l-toed bC?ots' and the

, laces vyerei~iw~ys iblack, never red,and". '

. ~ Liten: we !ßote terrle poetr and' were ~ in love with the .
same girls a.d mad~ '-five' bucka -an hour and 'cruis~èithè,
Winn-Dixie)iarking lot on su.er nights and "heard' that so- .," , " , . ' ,'.. ,. , \ ", ,. .-
~d-so, had a few hits for -sale., ,eight~ucks a pop, and~ne
night wera~~tQ a Te~i~ èoncert inifthe-back,ofa Toyofapick-
up~,even thoug~ it~was raining out, justbecaus~, and -

\"

/'

,..

. ,~ i
'Listen: I. pùt /thatblue."CheVy, ih a ditch somewhere 'in \
OktibbeAa. CoUnty on the' cusp of-my twenties.. Dô'n"t bè1ieve ' .
the stories,," J was sober' as" ,héii, . but m~ybe' that' was ':lY
teenage Altamont, the ena. òfgoing 'back, h'orne pronounced
:PY' asi~' ,of twsted 'stf)el an.d shattered. plastic j~ed deep
m,to the'.Mi~sisslppi dir: raindripping ,on'~y face~ .hear

twisted up intotny throat, eluomè skitterin.g across, asphalt.

~..

,/-

/.
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My dad used. to teU me.àQòntgrowing upinSandusky,..going:
to Minor in~the sixies, tuga~undred~crewsonà hundred
~arnuretors on.ahtlndred Cheyrolets'on'a~undredSaturdays.
He and his friends would,hunt ~witcliladésin-the pawn
sbops'Jribbîngthe' _old guys ~ingthe storesin Bessemer/
and Jasper, asking for prices- on 'Saturday Night Specials and
pop~oufkr~ès.' "-

, 'Ifyoudon'tJ.aow why hiss'on. wås looking'for sWitchblade'sa . ,
fulL thiryearsia1~r, then' gi~e y()'Iseir an "F~' lii "Southern
Manood and, FiQtion. IS '" In th~,aliernative:, If /you_ do

:urderst~d why .,Ìùs son.,was'lopkig fçr switchblades' thiry
yéaiS later, please:markýour grade as an UA" ~da1so

. indu1~ in Cu.d'n 'Waler'S delicious intjUieprecte (please'

note ,the' crushed,' ia~ must ,be crushed ':eggs..a.~k~erly~)'witha
~oodenJtå.ll~t upon a Delta; cotton tovy~i).

... 'High',Streetl Jackson,MiSsissipPi,20Q2, 'Istumaleonptisillicit,
unwant,éd grail:" nearly six inches longêlnd ~wathed in :false -

c blue m9ther-of-pearl andaltiinum, ./it' s the PQP..~out-the-sidé ' ~
l/ldd.It"s ~estledãtnidstado~en'-buck ,låives cared from

batt1e-fl ... ivory and . . c~ed.;hlade. . daggers worthy.... of the
çruelest Sikh "assassin, liter~t:bueketsof uSwiss" ArrnykniÝes
complete With ,êiuilsçissors, '~bent toothp~cksJ blur'"
m1agnifgglass,s 811d o~-crlson sheathes'. '

"Thos~ are twénty."
,"The~biadeis'duilard the case h'asa hailiecraçk. I'll give
~'youfifeen." , , ,

'lThey'restW'twenty. JJ

"Whataboùt'seventeen.1f ..
~~1\enty. "
1 put the cash on the covnter and silently, admit to myself that
evenfortwo1ldhavebeen' alght. 'I'm/ WaraS I( mash the
button, and the: knie jumpsinmy'hand' a,s the bla.de shlicks

out~, Thereisg~e\ase- smearedaround th~- etched /Mtl.Q 'òn,
:theblade' ahd it shimmers under thewarehouse lig~ts., '. '

'l.
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We al had the bestcêUs. Sranhad a white.196SM;ustang with

no headrests 'and a 289 wliichwould scream you up',Róck

G1'~ek. Road, those. skinY. tires straiç¡ . to keep ûsoff the'

clif. Bily had a ,'73 Monte Ca.lo with sOniethin ,r~iatedto a
36Ð"squiltted down under. ,théhood ,and',ad successiC)n, - of
~derparforming ,Edelbro'ck' ~4-bareis '~,whiçh, cou14, n~ver
m.ake :that great lurikof'àècármoveasfastas hé watted..Jtd

· Greg hadA 1986 Accord with a prett decent tape.deck ~d
thÈfhea~rest ôn. the drver's aeat penn~ently jammed,inbackwards.~~ '

,.

A little differe~t ,but so\yas"he~ Seniot y~ar ing~vèrnènt ','
class we . read the Suprenie Court said yoú'didn'thà:ve to say'

, /thePledge", of,Allegia.ce: - from" tbatd~yfoiwardGreg s,at in

'--his seat,refu.siig'to':stand'., ~He,g,ot sent ,to, the pricipal' s, offiçe.
a ha1~d()zen times, each time decling tó'answer any-chargeS"

.Qfinstíordination and 
only pointing. mutely but with grace, ..

to~the pass'age'in ,our,MQdern, Civics textbook. ,They'd-;keep, ", " ,,' " " . , " ,'. ' " ~"" ' '
askiag hú,why hewasisoangrybuthé never said a 

word. He

1aew he dí~n'towe them agoddamned reason., '- - - -,- ~.'
Hismomma wasdivorcedánd,'he' livéd,'withher along: with hi~

. 
two brothers, wcilscoveredwith A1~ein Ch~ and ~0!her
tiøve Bone posters ripped pprt the cent~ Of Me tal Rdge and .~

cap with the word "StaUfer" jamed down low over his black.
curls; We nsver knew what . Stauffer was but .ite~~d hüa ·
t9cknaie, one:' hewor,e with a.aalf~~~il~.

.;¡ .one day he caUedmealéKcited; seemS his Ùttlebrother hàd ..
spilleda,hâl-gallo:nof mi1\ançl:Stauf 'went to clean' ttup.:

" l- Underthé/siaItidst the,,"brtght.,co-ior~ of 
Lysoland PIßßge

andWindex,was å -biggiasspottie'oft~quilê1.., His 
momma

m~st 'haye '.thoughtI19ne.ofherJ,~boýs ;would'e~~r take'~ ,the
.initiative to clean up, after themselves~" '

\

i

J

~

I

li

Did I want to co~é ov~ránd listen tó sømel"eeords and work
on that ,bottle? Heiryeàh/I did.í ' ' " , ' '
Maybe teq1.la d.ön't seem lie .such' 'a big deal nowadays--I'
krow it really clon't'to my Mississippi and. Louisianafrendsì
who were able tç' drink ,publicly by t:h.e t~e th~y were-fifteen,

~
, J

I

, ". .Ii 1;' ,..)'::,."".,~

, i '

in many çases snagging galon jugs fu1 ofstrawberr daî~i )
at shak . roa*siae .~t~nçis-bllt in Alabaiai);etwe~n.. hyp~i~.. .

'stiict. aC;, st?res, 21-and-up ..l?ars, .~d ... Baptit ¡)arents,.. we '
rarely even saw)'ooze~LdW-iev~tdrgs. wéte plentif..y.ou

,:could most alwåys, score sonle pot, there was aaidaroun1dalot,'
ofthetiiêi,some pr~baply-rake mushrooms,/andd~ze:gs of

types.or pills raided . from' the mediine cabinets of a legion of
/momm~~ and aunts"m,Qstly'Valiumbut.torisofbits' tbat,wer.e

just sorteù by color-and piiarlY traded bytherock-and-roll ~

girls at the' lunch: table. Liquor was rare and coveted even ~.
more for that fact. . ~ I

.., ' ,
Here.s thei thing about teqtia,. tllough, andlis justl?ing kids'
we . didn't · know the gig: th~ cheap .stÙffyòu /can't dr..
straightwithout ;;om.ethigtocut it,'even justa,sh~tjToureiiy

(should "do the salt and lime,dahce," but' all weknewwasdthat' ~\
_beingc;i- wa,s probably awesome and .so: we both filed'

llpbig~ass plastic cups full at the stuf(Staufha~alrea~y
~ rasigned. hjiself togettingbl1steg by his morn ; and
grounded)'rAhd .. ,. yeah, thattastesterrible;. . ..

. Sowedecidedthat mmovies they wèi-e alwaysmixmg liquor
with other stú,rigl;t ? So what'.sin the frdgè?W'ell,some

igrapefrtlit juic,eand the re,t ,of thetnil thafSta~s littie'
,brother didn~t spilL. i

Have you eyer had a glass~furo( tequila and grapefrtjuice?
Friends, I've done some clumbass thigs in my lie, and not
ohe ofthèmbas ever come close to being as a11asth~uj)
to aid inclucling_ that .tire Idecicdeditwouldbe.a great icl~àto ..
date.a Catholic Yane who happened to beìnY besHriend's '
gi:rl. I mean(damn, teql1~andgrap~frjtjuiceis a,plague
upon l;umanity Worsethari locustsor frogs or niaybeeven
dead first borns. It's just that damn bad.

/

Wechoke~ dovia f~wgus..~d Ihplleredntercy.Stauf
keptdrig blit added some sugar to cut the ~itterress of
the. juice and.. that ghetto agave . and-Iook,. weweren~.. 'thåt .
sniart. We ,we~e Just two Alabama boys Who' sat ~òund
listening to OzZ, an~ tring'to get'drun. I don'tseE;;Staut

anymore; haven't in,over a deçade. .But you don'fforget
frlendsth~t call you 'when theyget alittìe sornethingto dri,
whetherthey're'si;iteen or thir-six. ' ~



The Sandusky Review is by
'\, ..

G o R'J ~.J S
an artist + writer from Sandusky, Alabama

wli0 lives in Jackson, Mîssissippi.He works priarily with
two battered Polaroid Land Cameras and a set of alphabet

stamps from Cavallni'Papers & Co. There is a spinner rack in
his bedroom filled withcornic books from i 983.

More Polaroids, caroons, and stories at:

ww.pretakes.co,m

Write gorjus at gorjus.prettyakes~gmail.com

Issues of TheSandusky Review are avaUable, post-paid, for
two American dollars or the equivalent in stamps

or so-called "traveler's cheques," care of
Light + Glass Studio

S23 South Commerce Street, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201.

.
., "Don't. worr about losing your accent;

a Southern man tells better jokes. ""'Jason Isbell, 2002.

~

The cartoons in . thi$ artiact were created and, prevouily publihed from
2004-2007; commentary and more detaied inormation regardig them are

available at prettak$.com. The e$$aY$ were written in June and July 2007
and have'riot pfeviou$IY appeared in any form (lle$$ you've been acrO$S

the tableJrom me åt a dive b~u $ometIìe in the pat fifeen years, in which
ca$e I probably owe you a couple of shots ör at least a beer). '


